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So it came about that at last they got on board an
English sloop, which was accompanied by a Spanish
prize taken a few days before, and rejoined Dampier and
others of the gallant " forty-four" at the mouth of the
River Concepcion. " For this was another particular
they told us when they were 'pawawing', that when
their oracle had informed them that two vessels were
to arrive about this time they understood from the
answer that one of them was to be an English one,
but as to the other the oracle spoke so dubiously that
they were much afraid it would be a Spanish ship.
We went on board the English sloop and our Indian
friends with us, and were received with a very hearty
welcome." The four Englishmen with Wafer were in-
stantly recognized and embraced by the ship's crew,
but Wafer sat a while " cringing upon his hands
like the Indians, painted as they were, and naked, and
with his nose-beads hanging over his mouth,1 wishing
to try if they knew him in this disguise". It was the
better part of an hour before one of the crew, looking
more narrowly upon him, cried out: "Why, here's our
doctor!" And immediately they all congratulated him
upon his arrival. But it was nearly a month before he
could get tolerably rid of the paint, so long had his skin
been stained with it.

As to Gopson, though he was brought alive to the
ship, he did not recover his drenching in the water, and
after lingering for about three days, died, so that his
death verified another part of the pawawers' prediction.
Lacenta had accompanied the young surgeon (who at the

i Described by Dampier as " all naked except round the waist, btlt painted red,
yellow, and blue, very bright and lovely, with a nosc-picce of thin gold hanging over
his mouth".